This thesis provides a comprehensive, though necessarily incomplete. description of the linguistic factors governing the fundamental frequency contours of Japanese sentences and In so doing addresses several theoretical issues in phonetics and phonology. 
are generally cast In terms of one of two mechanisms, taken to be mutually exclusive. One mechanism, usually referred to as declination. is a global tonal reference line with respect to which fundamental frequency values are computed. The alternative is a locally computed phonologically governed shifting of the fundamental frequency register, usually referred to as downstep or downdrift. While phonological descriptions often refer to downstep, phonetic descriptions made almost exclusive use of declination. A review of the experimental literature Indicates that downstep plays a dominant role, and that no clear demonstration of the existence of declination exists. The data presented here indicate that In Japanese both mechanisms are required. The dominant effect is that of downstep, but even in the absence of downstep a small but consistent decline In fundamental frequency is observed, which may be attributed to declination. Evidence Is also presented in favor of a register shift approach to downstep.
The dissertation is presently available from the author, but is to be published by Foris Publications. Dordrecht, the Netherlands.
